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IN THIS ISSUE

STILL REMEMBERING ANGLE LAKE SCHOOL

This Spring, the
Society has focused
quite a bit on Angle
Lake Elementary
School. On  May 30th
our worst fears were
realized when an arson
fire destroyed the
school.

“I attended Angle Lake from ’52 to

’56.  Wrote the following after years

of remembering early teachers, other

influences.  Sorry to hear of

the school fire.” - Byron Baker

 An Angle Lake Elementary janitor

reflects on his building, his kids,

passing years.

                 (c)1971 by Byron Baker

THE WAX ON MY GRADE SCHOOL HALL

                          Reminding me to smell for gas,

            the cotton Rockies map

            hangs by nails and pebbled sand

            scrapes away good years.

            Students shame their puppies home

            with biscuit  bribes and stones.

            Younger girl won’t come without a hand

            applied.  I heard her father died.

            New-shoed Older boy scars his hall,

            teeth bent by summer ball

            and hits, he slides.

            Rockways fill young shoes,

            grate my building there.

            Think I’ll park stroll this fall

            away from heel-walkers, knee-knockers

            wearing out themselves and

            the wax on my grade school hall.
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From the President

Highline Historical
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P.O. Box 317
Seahurst, WA  98062
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to Editor, at the Society
address,

or email at
editor@highlinehistory.org

Note: The Highline
Historical Society respects

our donors’ and friends’
confidentiality.  We do not

make our mailing lists
available to other

organizations.

  The Society is a  proud member
                       of
             Discover Burien,
      the Assn. of King County
          Historical Societies,
        the South King County
           Cultural Coalition,

Washington Museums Assn.
and the

American  Association of
State and Local History.

Wish List - Can You Help?

Curator Nancy McKay has recently completed a comprehensive Disaster Planning
Document for our collections.  Over the past several months readers have helped by
donating dollars and some of the necessary supplies for a Disaster Kit that we have
listed in the newsletter.  Implementing this plan will require the expenditure of about
$800 on safety-related items in order to rescue the collections in the event of unforeseen
disasters (fire, water, etc).  Your donations can save us the cost of purchasing these
items.  Items we are still in need of that should be kept on hand include: plastic aprons,
book trucks, rubber boots, several brooms and dustpans, plastic buckets, a disposable
camera, CB radio, clothesline (nylon or 30# monofilament), tool box items (screws,
nails, etc.), dehumidifyers, several 50’ extension cords.  Can you help?

Terry Jarvis Anderson

Hello to our members and friends.  I am happy to
welcome two new Trustees to the Highline
Historical Society board this month.  We are very
fortunate to have their expertise and interest to
assist us as we move forward with our building
project and with providing this wonderful new
asset for the community.

I first want to welcome Fran Reid.  Many of our
long-time residents will know Fran because she
was raised in Highline and went to high school
right here at Mt. Rainier High School.  She is a
gifted musician and piano teacher, and an avid
supporter of the Hi-Liners.  Fran and her husband
are residents of SeaTac.

Our second new Trustee resides in Normandy Park.  We are pleased to welcome Lloyd
Herman to the board.  Lloyd is a life-long museum lover and supporter.  He was the
founding Director of the Renwick Gallery of the Smithsonian American Art Museum,
and since leaving the “other”  Washington has worked as a museum consultant and
curator.  He recently worked on the planning staff for Tacoma’s Museum of Glass.  He
is a member of the American Association of Museums and has been decorated by the
monarchs of Denmark and Belgium  for exhibitions that he organized on the crafts of
their countries.  Closer to home, Lloyd also serves on the Normandy Park Arts
Commission.

It is exciting for us to continue our move forward with this museum. Please don’t be
surprised if your telephone rings one day and it is a member of the Board of Trustees
asking if they can come and talk with you about making a contribution to this project.
I know you will say, “Come on over!”

We’re counting on you.
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  Upcoming Events and Programs

        SeaTac Exhibit
      “ Then and Now”

  I’m No Hero: Journeys
 of a Holocaust Survivor
      August 10, 2008

SeaTac Exhibit - City Hall - 4800 S 188th St. Daily 9-5
Be sure to stop by and visit this excellent exhibit put together by our own Curator
Nancy McKay. It is a fun photo exhibit of places we all remember in Highline as they
were then, and as they are now.

Based on his 1999 memoir, Henry Friedman recounts his adolescence and coming of
age under the unspeakable horror  of Nazism.  When the Nazis overran their home near
the Polish-Ukrainian border, the Friedman family was saved by Ukrainian Christians
who had worked for them at their family farm in the nearby village of Suchowola.  When
the Russians liberated the family after 18 months in hiding, Henry, just short of 16, made
his way with his family to a displaced persons camp in Austria.  In the camp, he
discovered sex, money, and the intricacies of the black market.  Like many other
Holocaust survivors, he found it difficult to examine the past.  However, his sense of
obligation to bear witness eventualy overcame his painful memories and his feelings of
survivor-guilt.  In his “I’m No Hero” presentation, Mr. Friedman confronts with
unblinking honesty the pain, shame, and bizarre comedy that were his passage to
adulthood.  Audience:  Middle school through adult.

I’m No Hero: Journeys of a Holocaust Survivor.  August 10, from
2:00- 4:00 PM - SeaTac City Hall (4800 S. 188th, SeaTac)

Volunteer Picnic
August 14, 2008

Volunteers! Watch your mailboxes for your personal invitation to this
annual thank you event, where the board does the cooking and everyone
else can eat – and eat – and get to know one another better!

Burien    •    206-243-6869
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Dottie Harper Park lies on land originally tamed by
Homer Crosby, who came to the Highline area in 1907.
Crosby laid down “Crosby Road” (SW 146th Street)
from Ambaum to First Avenue South. He also helped
build Ambaum Road.

Dottie Harper Park is nestled
between the Burien Public
Library and Community
Center. It houses an art gallery
operated by the non-profit
Burien Arts Association. The
park, site of Burien’s annual
Strawberry and Arts Festival,
abounds with mature second-
growth firs, with a few
scattered cedars, hemlocks and
native hardwoods. Sword
ferns, salal, snowberry,
oceanspray, red elderberry,
Oregon grape and other native
species dominate the
undergrowth.

Dottie Harper was Burien’s “Betsy Ross, chief promoter,
publicity agent, school and civic planner and
representative.” She was a tireless community activist,
member of the State Arts Commission, King County Arts
Commission and Historic Preservation Board, co-chairman
of the Seahurst Park Committee, chairman of the Burien
Bi-centennial Committee, city of Burien Councilmember
and Chairman of its Arts Committee. All such activity was
a voluntary, full-time pursuit.

As a young woman, Dottie attended a missionary school
in Shanghai—her father was a Marine Corps officer—and
high school and college in California. She excelled in arts
and crafts at San Diego State College, receiving so many

requests to design and sew clothing that she went into
business for herself.

Dottie and her husband Paul settled at Lake Burien in 1949.
Mrs. Harper worked with
park boards to create more
small parks, helping to get
a park bond passed which
funded Moshier Park. She
led the fight to save Miller
Creek from uncontrolled
Highway 509
construction, helped found
Highline Community
College and the
community’s first arts
gallery.

In the early 1970s, the
landscape architect
planning King County
Park #10 asked Northwest
artist and sculptor Richard

Beyer to design playground equipment and a sculpture.
Beyer is the creator of more than 75 commissioned
sculptures throughout the world. His work “Waiting for
the Interurban,” in Fremont, is probably Seattle’s most
popular piece of public art. Beyer’s works in stone, bronze,
aluminum, brick and wood adorn and enliven many public
places, including four bas-relief panels in Des Moines City
Hall, and the intriguing bronze sculpture “The Big Catch”
in Des Moines City Park.

Beyer’s main piece in Dottie Harper Park is a large cedar
“old growth” stump from Snohomish County, signifying
the Northwest’s vanishing virgin forests. Beyer cleaned it
and, adding more cedar pieces, carved life-sized figures
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    Burien’s Dottie Harper Park
        SW 146th and 4th Ave SW

Continued next page

With a recent grant from 4Culture, the City of Burien and the Highline Historical Society
collaborated on a history of Burien Parks.  Writer Charlie Ganong was retained to
research and compile the study.  The following is his work about Dottie Harper Park.
Thank you Charlie. - Ed.
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